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DUTCH JOURNEYS TO THE WESTERN EDGE 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [2.21 pm]: On Friday I had the privilege 
of opening the State Library of Western Australia’s newest exhibition, Dutch Journeys to the Western Edge. This 
free exhibition commemorates the 400th anniversary of Dirk Hartog’s historic landing at Shark Bay on 
25 October 1616. It explores Dutch experiences and influences on Western Australia, and acknowledges the 
contributions made by Dutch individuals who arrived here during World War II. 
One of the most significant pieces of the exhibition is a 263-year-old map prepared by Johannes van Keulen, 
a mapmaker for the Dutch East India Company. This map is the first detailed drawing of the WA coastline. It is 
particularly interesting to note the horizontal representation of the coast, which is considered rather unusual 
given we are used to viewing it vertically. Rottnest is also not how modern maps depict it, and appears to be at 
a 90-degree angle. Also on display is the historic 1703 Thornton map that depicts Western Australia and parts of 
Indonesia, and gives a summary of Dutch findings along the coast. 
I am pleased to advise that these maps will be digitised and made available for free access on the State Library’s 
website after undergoing some conservation work. In addition to these precious maps, the exhibition features 
books, diaries, letters, photographs and oral histories. There are also artefacts from Dutch families who were 
imprisoned in overseas camps and evacuated to Perth after the war. The State Library is dedicated to collecting, 
sharing and interpreting the documentary heritage of our state, and ensuring that the contributions of our 
migrants are reflected in our cultural institutions. This exhibition reminds us that we are a state of cultural 
diversity and I congratulate the State Library on its work, particularly guest curator from Curtin University, 
Dr Nonja Peters. I encourage members to learn more about this fascinating chapter of our state’s history by 
visiting the Dutch Journeys to the Western Edge exhibition before it closes on 25 September. 
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